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S. MATTH. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 


AND JESUS CAME AND. SPAKE UNTO 
THEM, SAYING, ALL POWER IS GIVEN 
UNTO ME IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH: 
GO YE THEREFORE AND TEACH ALL 
NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE 
NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE 
SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST: TEACH- 
ING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS 
WHATSOEVER 1 HAVE COMMANDED 
YOU; AND Lo, I AM WITH YOU ALWAY, 
EVZN UNTC THE END OF THE WORLD. 


N HEN the bleſſed Author of thele 
words, the beloved Son of God, appeared 
in the world, to take away the ſin of it, and 
reconcile it to his offended Father, we are 
aſſured, to our unſpeakable comfort and 


ſatisfaction, that by the ſactifice of himſelf 


once offered, he purchaſed pardon, grace; 
and eternal falvation, for all mankind in 
general. But as the application of theſe 
ineſtimable benefits, required a humble and 
obedient diſpoſition in thoſe who were to be 
partakers of them, it pleaſed the divine Ad- 

A miniſtrator; 


(4) 


miniſtrator to appoint certain means for the 
conveyance of them, to the diligent and con- 
ſcientious uſe of which, he has, for a trial 
of our faith and humility, annexed the bleſ- 
lings of our redemption. Ihe diſpenſation 
of cheſe means is committed to certain au- 
thorized members of that ſpiritual ſociety, 
of which he is the glorious HEAD, and which 
he eſtabliſhed upon earth for that purpoſe, 
and the ſcripture dignifies with the title of 
the Church of God, which he hath purchaſ- 
ed with his own blood.“ It was with a view 
to this glorious purchaſe, that the redeeming 
God vouchſafed to clothe himſelf with our 
nature, and condeſcended to dwell among 
men. It wasto make peace between heaven 
and earth, and to publiſh the glad tidings of 
ſalvation to a wretched world. 

But though this was the ſole deſign of his 
miraculous incarnation, yet he does not ſeem 
to have entered formally upon it, till he was 
ſolemnly called and commiſſioned thereto, 

by 

Acts xx. 28. The Greck is 4 +3 it dare, with 
his own preper blood. On this paſſage the learned Mr 
Jones, in his Catholic Defrine of the Trinity, bas the 


jollowing note. Not that God, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
* has any bd of his own to ſhed, but that he who 


% ſhed his blood for us as man was Cod as well as man: 
* or in other words, that God and man were united in 
ce the ſame perſon, ſomething being predicated of Ccd, 
« which cannot poſſibly be true without ſuch an union.” 
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by an audible voice from heaven. So ſays 
8. Paul, © Chriſt glorified not himſelf to be- 
& come an high-prieſt, but he that ſaid unto 
“ him, Thou art my ſon, to-day have I be- 
« gotten thee.” In which words, the a- 
poſtle plainly alludes to what happened at 
the baptiſm of Jeſus, when the heavens were 
opened upon him, and“ the ſpirit of God, 
% deſcending like a dove, lighted on him, 
« and lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, This 
« is my beloved ſon, in whom I am well 
e pleaſed.” * This was a ſolemn inaugura- 
tion to his office, and, for the fatisfation of 
his followers, exhibited in an outward and 
viſible manner. In conſequence of which, 
as we are immediately after informed, he 
began to lay the foundation of his church, 
according to the plan of the New Teſtament, 
by. preaching the goſpel, and inviting all 
the Jews to become followers of him, and 
members of that bleſſed ſociety he was now 
about to eſtabliſh. And when the number 
of his followers began to increaſe, and the 
bleſſed work to grow upon his hands, he 
thought proper to ordain twelve, as the 
evangeliſt tells us, that they ſhould be with 
him, and that he might ſend them forth to 
preach, and to perform ſuch miraculous 
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cures in his name, as would tend to eſtabliſli 
the truth of his doarine. Theſe he diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the peculiar title of Apr/tles, as 
being the firſt perſons he had ſent with 
power to act in his name, and to carry on 
the good work he had ſo happily begun, 
Afterwards, when the harveſt became too 
great for ſo few labourers as theſe twelve, 
our Lord was pleaſed to appoint ſeventy 
more, who though of an order inferior to 
the apoſtles, were yet empowered to preach 
the goſpel, and to work miracles for the con- 

firmation of their doctrine. 

Thus early do we obſerve a ſubordination 
among the miniſters of Chrilt, and a ſtriking 
reſemblance between the Jewiſh church and 
the Chriſtian, with reſpect totheir foundation, 
and the form of government eſtablithed in 
them. It is true, that all this time, while 
Chriſt was gathering and collecting his church 
in his own perſon, it ſeems to have been 
wholly confined to the Jewiſh nation. He 
plainly declared, that he was not ſent, © but 
* to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael.” 
Upon this account, he is called by S. Paul, 
“ a miniſter of the circumciſion,” and in 
many places of the goſpel, he is tiled © the 
e King of the Jews.” But as at his death, 
the diſtinction between Jew and Gentile 

was 
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was taken away, ſo by his reſurrection, the 
bounds of his church. or kingdom, were moſt 
amply and gloriouſly enlarged. On this 
occalion, therefore, we find him enlarging 
the powers of his apoſtles, and granting 


them a full and extenſive commiſſion, in 


theſe comprehenſive words,“ As my Father 
has ſent me, even ſo ſend I you.” There- 
by aſſuring them, that as the Father had em- 
powered him to collect a church, and ordain 
miniſters in it, ſo he devolved this power 
upon them. And as before they had been 
only his perſonal attendants, waiting his 
orders from his own mouth, they were now 
to ſtand in his ſtead; to be, as it were, of- 
hcers in truſt, and to govern his church in 
his abſence, as himſelf had done, whilſt he 
lived among them. During his perſonal 
abode with them, they were fſerit out now 
and then to baptize and preach the goſpel; 
but by this laſt and moſt important miſſion, 
when they were to ſupply the place of their 
ableat maſter, they were empowered to do 
as he had done; that is, to communicate to 
others that Epiſcopal authority, which them- 
ſelves had received from the chief Biſhop; 
that ſo there might be a continual uninter- 


rupted ſucceſſion of eccleſiaſtical governors 


| to 
4 8. John xx. 21. 
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to the end of time. Accordingly at the grant- 
ing of this commiſſion, as another evange- 
liſt records it, their Maſter gave them a 
ſolemn promiſe of his ſpecial bleſſing, pro- 
tection, and aſſiſtance, for the due diſcharge 


and execution of it to all ages. For ſo we 
read in the words of my text, that © Jeſus 
came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All 
* power 1s given unto me in heaven and in 
e earth ;” and then he adds, in conſequence 
of this univerſal ſovereignty, with which as 
mediator he was now inveſted, © Go ye 
„therefore and teach, or make diſciples to me 
* of* all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all 
„ things whatloever I have commanded you; 
and lo | am with you alway, even unto the 
* end of the world.” 

From this account of the powerful and ex- 
tenſive commiſſion, given in theſe words, we 
may juſtly look upon it as the fundamental 
charter of the chriſtian church, and therefore 
1 have made choice of it as a ſubject very 

| ſuitable 


It is generally agreed, that the word ««#rcare, pro- 
per ly ſigniſies make diſciplet, as if our Lord had ſaid, 
make all nations my diſciples, bring them over to my 
+ religion, that both Jews and Gentiles may become one 
„ flock under me, the great ſhepherd and biſhop of 
their ſouls.” See Beveridge's fermon on the text. 
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ſuitable to the preſent ſolemn and happy 
occaſion: in honour of which, we cannot 
be better employed, than in conſidering the 
nature of thoſe powers and privileges which 
were originally conferred by the commiſſion 
in my text, and which, from the gracious 
promiſe there made, we have ground to hope 
will be continued in the church, even unto 
the end of the world. ö 

Such is the intereſting ſubject preſented to 
our notice in the paſſage of ſcripture now 
before us: and that I may be able to do as 
much juſtice to it, as the limits of a ſhort 
diſcourſe will allow, I muſt endeavour to 
confine myſelf to that divine account of pure 
eccleſiaſtical authority, which is here ſo 
briefly narrated. According to this rule, I 
ſhall be obliged to conſider the chriſtian 
church in the ſame ſimple light, in which we 
at preſent view that part of it, whereof we 
are members, as a ſociety entirely diſtin by 
itſelf, without being incorporated into, or 
any way defended or ſupported by the ſtate; 
but as it ſtood for the firſt three hundred 
years after Chriſt, unprotected, and there- 
fore uncorrupted, by any legal eſtabliſhment. 
Upon that ſpiritual and independent footing 
we ſhall behold it in its native purity, before 


it meddled with * the things of Cæſar, or 
gave 
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* the power of holy things.“ Athanaſ. Ep. ad Solitar. 
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gave Cæſar a ſort of right to meddle with * he 
things of God.“ Both theſe are equally dau- 
gerous deviations from the primitive plan of 
this holy ſociety, and both have been too 
often adopted, to the manifeſt prejudice of 
its real intereſts. For while ſome have pre- 
tended to-exempt. all eccleſiaſtics from every 
fort of civil jurisdiction, attempting to raiſe 
the governors of the church to a ſupremacy 
even in temporal matters over the civil magi- 
ſtrate ; yea, and have taken upon them, on 
ſome occaſions, by virtue of their ſpiritual 


powers, to abſolve ſubjects from their allegi- 


ance to their lawful princes: others again 
have run into a quite contrary error, and by 
, making 


f No ſooner was the empire become chriſtian, than 
we find the biſhops ot the church under a neceſſity of 
appealing to our Lord's decifion, S. Matth. xxii. 21. 
Athanaſius was obliged to tell the Emperor Conttantius, 
that thoſe who appealed to him in eccleſiaſtical matters, 
did ſet him up inſtead of Chriſt, and ſo made him an 
anti-chriſt, by placing him as Head of the Church, in 
oppoſition to Chriſt, its true and only Head. Hoſius, 
another biſhop, addreſſed him thus, Do not concern 
« thyſel: in eccleſiaſtical affairs, nor command us in 
&« theſe matters; but rather learn thoſe things of us; 
„ God hath committed to thee the empire, and hc 
te hath entruſted us with thoſe things that belong to 
et the church. It is written, Give unto Czlar the 
ese things that are Cæſar's, and unto God the things 
cee that are God's.“ It is not lawful for us, O Em- 
ce peror, to hold the earthly empice; neither haſt thou 
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making the exerciſe of all ſpiritual authority; 


to depend entirely on the will and pleaſure 


of temporal governors, have opened a door 
to endleſs ſchiſms and diviſions, and laid the 
office of the prieſthood open to every invader: 
who chuſes to comply with the terms impoſ- 
ed by encroaching ſtateſmen. 

Such are the unhappy conſequences of 
giving way to the miſtaken opinions of 
mankind, with regard to the important 
commiſſion now under our conſideration. 
Becauſe we are aſſured, in the words of my 
text, that all power in heaven and in earth 
was given to Chriſt as our mediator;. and are 
told in another place, that as the Father ſent 
him, ſo he ſent his apoſtles, therefore ſome 
of their aſpiring ſucceſſors, full of a vain and 
worldly ambition, have fondly imagined, 
that they ought to be exempted from the 
jurisdiction, and ſuperior to the controul of 
all earthly powers; forgetting, it ſeems; that 
their great Lord and Maſter, though he was 
the ſupreme head and ſovereign of the 
church, yet never denied the authority of 
the {tate in all temporal matters; but lived in 
conſtant ſubjection and obedience to the civil 
powers, and gave tribute to whom tribute 
was due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom; honour 
to whom honour, The Jews, indeed, thought 
B proper, 
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proper, in the height of their malice, to 
accuſe him of making himſelf a king, and 
thereby ſetting himſelf up as an enemy to 
Cxſar. But Chriſt himſelf, who beſt under- 
ſtood the nature of his own kingdom, would 
by no means admit the truth of this accuſa- 
tion; and to ſhew the injuſtice of it, refer- 
red to thoſe frequent directions he had given 
his followers, not to riſe up againſt their 
governors, but to pay them all due deference 
and obedience. We do not read that he 
himſelf ever exerciſed any one ſingle act of 
civil jurisdiction. When one defired juſtice 
of him againſt his brother, his anſwer was, 
%% Who made me a judge or a divider among 
„ you?” And when Pilate queſtioned him 
ſtrictly, whether he was really the King of 
the Jews or not, he openly declared himſelf 
to be 'a king indeed, but one very different 
from what his enemies thought he pretended 
to be. My kingdom,” ſays he, © is not 
& of this world: if my kingdom were of 
* this world, then would my ſervants fight 
« for me, that I ſhould not be delivered to 
© the Jews; but now is my kingdom not 
«from hence.“ His kingdom came from 
heaven at firſt, and was to be eſtabliſhed and 
completed in heaven at laſt. Therefore the 


power 
S. John xviu. 36. 
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power and authority conveyed by him to his 
apoſtles, was of a quite different nature from 
thoſe powers which belong to and are claim- 
ed by earthly governors, And were this 
difference duly attended to, there would not 
be the leaſt claſhing or interference between 
the reſpective rights ot church and ſtate.” 
For as the church would pretend no claim 
to thoſe emoluments and temporal dignities, 
which have been fooliſhly laviſhed upon it; 
much leſs ſet up its governors as a fort of 
petty ſovereigns, to interfere with and dic- 
tate to the ſovereigns of this world: So 
neither would thE ſtate encroach upon the 
privileges of the church, nor aſſume a right 
to take away or reſtiain the exerciſe of thoſe 
ſpiritual powers, which Chriſt its divine 
head fo evidently and amply beſtowed upon 
it. For ſurely the commiſſion he gave his 
B 2 apoſtles 
k « All the confuſion ariſes,” ſays an ingenious 
author, when the one will put their fickle into the 
« others harveſt, whea the civil power will take upon 
them to controul or give laws to the church, in the 
+ exercile of her ſpiritual authority, or the church do 
* the like to the ſtate in their temporal authority, 
+ This is confounding of heaven and earth: which 
agree beſt at the diſtance God has placed them. 
* To bring them together, would be a new Chacs, a 
contradiction irreconcileable. Such is the attempt 


ot blendiag the ſacred and the civil powers together.“ 
See the Regale & Pontificate, p. 18. | 
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apoſtles is as plain and full as words can make 
it: and they ſeem perfectly to have under- 
ſtood the divine virtue and efficacy of it, and 
the obligations they were under to act up to 
it, in ſpite of all oppoſition: for when two 
of them were ſeverely threatened by the 
Jewiſh Sanhedrim, and ſtrictly commanded 
not *to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name 
* of ſeſus, their anſwer was ſenſible and 
ſpirited, and plainly implied that they had a 
commiſſion from God to preach the goſpel, 
which muſt be executed at the utmoſt peril 
of their ſouls, and which no human power 
could poſſibly ſet aſide : for ſo they tell their 
judges, * Whether it be right in the fight of 
«© God, to hearken unto you, more than un- 
to God, judge ye!“ Hence it is evident 
| that 


1 Ads iv. 19. The late Dr Sherlock, Dean of St. 
Paul Ss, in his Summary of the Controverſies, p. 119. 
ſays expreſly, „If biſhops will not exerciſe that power 
«winch Chriſt has given them, they are accountable 
to the Lord for it. But they cannot give it away, 
« neither from 8 nor from their fucceffors ; 


“ for it is theirs on 8 to uſe, not to part with it.“ An- 


other divine of the arch of England, Mr Reeves, :n 

his ſermon on Heb. xiii. 17. ſpeaking of the indepen- 
dency of the church, fays, “It has been largely and 
* warmly argued on both tides ; but the merits of the 
+ cauſe ſeem to lie in little room. The queſtion to be 
6 refolved, in thort, is this; Whether Chriſt has 
+ committed the government of the church, to the 
te apoſiles and their ſucceſſors, or to the laity and civil 
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chat the church as conſtituted by Chriſt, 
muſt be allowed to be independent on the 
ſtate, or theſe apoſtles muſt be conſidered as 
guilty of diſobedience and ſedition. And the 
ſucceeding biſhops, for the firſt three hun- 
dred years after Chriſt, muſt lie under the 
ſame charge: for they held religious aſſem- 
blies, governed their clergy and people, and 
executed all other parts of their facred func- 
tion, not only without leave from the ſtate, 
but very often in direct oppoſition to it. 

To leſſen the force of this argument, I 
know, it is objected, that during the firſt 
three centuries, the princes of this world 
were all unconyerted heathens, and fo had 
no right to expect any compliances from the 

| | chriſtians: 


* magiſtrate? Now this can be decided only by ſcrip- 
* ture; from Chriſt's commiſſion, and from the prac- 
* tice of the apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, conſequent 
* thereupon. And therefore all arguments for the 
Regale,“ (i. e. for the king being head of the church) 
* taken from year books, reports, and even atts of 
% parliament, are of no weight in the queſtion before 
us. For be they never fo full and poſitive againſt 
* the inherent power of the clergy, yet certain it is, 
* and may be ſpoken, I hope, without offence, that 
there is no omnipotency in parliaments, and that the 
goſpel is not repealable by the civil power.” Many 
thanks to Mr Reeves, for this ſtrong and ſenſible vin- 
dication ot the clergy of the Epiſcopal Church of Scot- 
land, who have ventured for a long time to ſhew more 
regard to the acts of the apaſtles, than to the acts of the 
Britiſh parliament. | 
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chriſtians : whereas their coming over to the 
faith altered the caſe, and gave them a better 
title to interfere in the concerns of the church, 
Yet I can ſee no good reaſon for this in- 
ference, nor any juſt ground for ſuppoſing, 
that the civil powers, by receiving baptiſm, 
which is a gift from the church, ſhould ac- 
quire any new branch of government, or 
controul over it, which they had not before. 
By being admitted to the privileges of com- 
munion in the church, it might be thought 
they were obliged in gratitude to protect and 
cheriſh it; but ſurely. no argument can be 
fairly drawn from this, to juſtify any in- 
fringement of its ſpiritual powers, or any 
interference with the quiet and peaceable 
exerciſe of them. From what has been al- 

ready 


* The much admired author of the Ca/e of the 
Regale & Pontificate, p. 22. obſerves, . That if Chriſ- 
tian Kings intend to do honour to the commiſſion 
„ of Chriſt, they ſhould do it freely, without encroach- 
ing upon any part of it. They would not have their 
ye ne and protection to the church of Chriſt 
« underſtood as a bribe to her, to betray and deliver up 
into their hands, the powers committed into her 
Gs urge by Chriſt ! That would be to invade Chriſt 
« himfelt! And to act the part of the greateſt enemy 
* to his ſpouſe the church, to tempt her to unfaithful- 
e neſs, and render her obnoxious to his heavy diſplea- 
„ ſure. And will the be true to them, whom they 
« have corrupted to be falſe to Chriſt | Nor will they 
* elcape! For he is a jealous God, and will not give 


| to) 
ready ſaid on the nature of thoſe powers 
which Chriſt left with his church, I think it 
is ſufficiently evident that there is a manifeſt 


diſtinction eſtabliſhed by our holy religion, 


between the ſpiritual kingdom of our Re- 
deemer, and the temporal ſovereignties of 
this world: a diſtinction which will appear 
in a ſtill clearer light, if we conſider, that the 
rewards and puniſhments, whereby the 
church of Chriſt enforces its laws, are of a 
ſpiritual nature, and have reſpeCt chiefly to a 
future and eternal ſtate : they are ſuch as in 
this life can only influence men by means of 

. their 


« his honour to another. He alone will be head of 
« his church. It is an honour and a truſt, he has not 
«* communicated to any angel of heaven, much leſs to 
% any king upon earth.“ If there be any truth in 
theſe obſervations, (and this author's wntings are 
generally acknowledged to have adorned, and done 
much real ſervice to the cauſe of chriſtianity) I need 
not ſay how much to be lamented is the preſent ſitua- 
tion of the eſtabliſned Church of England, the gover- 
nors of which, (if her biſhops can be called ſuch) are ſo 
fettered and tied down in the exerciſe of their ſpiritual 
powers, by their connection with the ſtate, that if the 
apoſtolical ſucceſſion, or the cbriſtian religion, were to 

be loſt in every other part of the world, they could not 

{tir one foot to reſtore it, without the aid of the civil 

government: The civil government! (ſays Mr Leſlie) 

* whole conſtitution and authority is temporary and 
„ tranſient: which muſt end and be extinguiſhed for 

ever, while the church ſhall reign and be triumphant 

to all eternity.” Negale & Pontificate, p. 214. 
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their faith: whereas thoſerewards and puniſhs 
ments which proceed from the civil power, 
it they do not affect us in this life, they can- 
not affect us at all. Nay, the very rights and 
privileges to which we are entitled as mem- 
bers of thele different ſocieties, are altogether 
diſtinct from one: another. Our civil rights 
and liberties vary, according to our various 
ſituations in life; but the privileges of chri- 
ſtians are alike in all ranks and conditions. 
80 ſays 8. Paul, By one ſpirit we are all 
de haptized into one body, whether we be 
* Jews. or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 

e free. 1 All are one and the ſame in Chriſt 
Jeſus. For certain wife reaſons of provi- 
dence, the church was, for a while, confined 
to Judæa, and the choſen people of that land 
were thereby ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed 
from all other nations. But in the fulneſs 
of time, this wall of partition was broken 
down: the glad tidings of ſalvation. were 
preached to all people, and the church, or 
focrety of the faithful, was thereby enlarged 
and made capable of receiving all that would 
eome into it. God had promiſed his Son 
* the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
* utmoſt parts of the -earth for his poſſeſ- 
„ fion.'® Accordingly our blefled Saviour 


| gave 
1 Cor. Xi. 13. 
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zave a large and unlimited commiſſion to his 
apoſtles, ** to preach the goſpel to every creature, 
a8 8. Mark has it, or as 8. Matthew expreſſes 
it in the text, © to zeach all nations, baptizing 
« tliem in the name of the Father, and of 
* the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt;“ which 
part of the apoſtolical commiſſion, is the 
next thing that falls under our conſideration, 

I have already obſerved, that the proper 
meaning of this paſſage is, ts make all nations 
diſciples to Chriſt by baptizing them, to initiate 
them in his faith, and enter them into union 
with him, by means of that ſacred inſtitu- 
tion, which he had appointed for that pur- 
poſe, an inſtitution to be duly and regularly 
adminiſtered in the name of the one true 
God, as revealed under the goſpel, by the 
gracious titles of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt; the three adorable witneſſes who 
bear record in heaven” to the myſterious 
ſcheme of man's ſalvation. Such was the 


method the divine wiſdom was pleaſed to 


adopt, for putting mankind in the way of 
obtaining the bleſſings of this ſalvation. It 
was not enough that they ſnould be properly 
taught and inſtructed in the great doctrines 
of the goſpel; for that knowledge they 
might have acquired from teachers, not ſo 
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ſolemnly authorized, as thoſe who received 
the commiſſion in my text, But the truth 
is, the chriſtian church is not like a ſect of 
philcſophers, diſtinguiſhed only by their ad- 
herence to ſome particular ſyſtem, or theit 
belief of ſome} uſeful and excellent truths, 
without any other bond of union, or form 
of admiſſion 'to the participation of certain 
privileges. Though indeed this is a doctrine 
very much eſpouſed, eſpecially by thoſe, 
whoſe looſe incoherent notions of things, 
will not allow them to aſſociate with any 
body of chriſtians, and who yet pretend to 
have a ſenſe of their duty to God, and even 
a reſpect for the chriſtian religion, although 
they be in communion with no part of 
Chriſt's church. Had the firſt converts to 
cur religion been of this opinion, they would 
not have ſhewn ſo much zeal; for maintain- 
ing an outward and viſible communion with 
Chriſt ; they would not have ſuffered ſo much 
for © continuing ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles 
doctrine and tellowſhip, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. But they 
knew 

Acts ji. 42. What was the ſenſe of the primitive 
chriſtians on this head, we may learn from Dr Potter, 
in his Diſcourſe en Church Government, p. 28. Not 


one example,” ſays he, „of any chriſtian church 
can be produced through the whole world, where 


( 21 ) 


knew well. that the beneſits of the goſpel, 
or, which is the fame, the privileges of the 
church belonged to them, not in their per- 
ſonal capacities, but as they were members 
of the one body of Chriſt. And therefore, 
they expected all {piritual bleſſings in com- 
mon with their brethren, and by virtue of 
Chriſt's public inſtitutions; which they juſtly 
conſidered as the means of uniting them to 
Chriſt under the character of their Head, and 
of deriving food and nouriſhment from him 
as their Shepherd: and indeed the reaſon of 
the thing is very plain and obvious. For 
unleſs we adhere to Chriſt's Rock, how can 
we expect any benefit from rhe care and pro- 


teckion of the Shepherd? Unleſs we ſhewy 


durſel ves members of his church, by joining 
with it in all the bonds of chriſtian com- 
munion, how ſhall we claim a ſhare in any 


C 2 ot 


*« the ſacraments were not adminiſtered, the goſpel 
« preached, and rhe worſhip of God celebrated, in an 
en and public manner. Even in tlie Marpeſt per- 


* 
- 


therr conſciences ! 


© 
10 1 the chrillian aſſemblies, tho? it may be 
not ſo openly as in times cf peace, were conſtantly 
«held and frequented : and whoever did not chuſe to 
«endure the moſt cruel death, rather thart proferve his 
e Iffe by abſenting himſelf, was thought vnworthy to 
© be called a chrifiiim,”” Let modern chriſtians bluſh, 
who, rather than ſubject themſelves to a {mall fine, or 
the loſs of a trifling priviiege, will give up the ineſtim- 
able comfort of worthipping their God according to 
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of the privileges that belong to it? This is 
plainly the doQtrine of the ſcriptures, and 
what muſt be inferred from the nature and 
deſign of the commiſſion now before us, 
So that to ſay, as ſome do, that a man may 
repent of his ſins and keep Gad's command- 
ments. and ſo be a good man and in favour 
with his Maker, without being admitted 
into the church of his Redeemer, implies a 
manifeſt contradiction ; ſince this is one of 
the moſt plain and poſitive commands of 
God, that men ſhould be baptized as we'l as 
repent, and ſo be admitted into union with 
Him, in whom alone God is well pleaſed, and 
on account of whom alone, and becauſe of 
our relation to that beloved perſon, God has 


promiſed to accept our imperfect ſervices, 


That this is a juſt repreſentation of the value 
of repentance, and of the condition in which 
we ſtand with reſpect to God, is evident, 
among many other proofs of it, that might 
be mentioned, from the direction given by 


8. Peter, to thoſe who were ſo ſtrangely 


moved by his powerful ſermon.“ For when 
they aſked of the apoſtles, Men and brethren, 
what ſhall we de? His anſwer was, © repent 
“ and be baptized every one of you, in the 
e name of Jeſus Chrift, for the remiſſion of 


; fins.“ 
9 Acts ji. 14, &c. 
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& fins.” The apoſtle knew that repentance 
alone was not ſufficient to procure this ne- 
ceſſary remiſſion, or reconcile ſinful man to 
an offended Deity, He knew that repent- 
ance, in itſelf, can never be either a merito- 
rious or an efficient cauſe of pardon and ac- 
ceptance with God. In no ſenſe, indeed, 
can it be ſaid to be a cauſe, but as it concurs 
in removing ſin, which is always an impedi- 
ment in the way of the divine mercy: But 
then the merit, the virtue and efficiency, is all in 
| the 

The learned Mr B. Holloway, in the introduction to 
his three admirable diſcourſes on this text, obſerves, that 
« among the many impious attempts that have of late 


* been made upon chriſtianity, one has been, to divide 
e theſe two duties, repentance, and faith in the redemp- 


« tion by Feſus Chriſt, from each other; or rather to per- 


e ſuade people, that a new deviſed ſimple and naked kind 
* of repentance, without any faith in the redemption 

„ Chriſt, is the whole of chriſtianity, and all that we 
% want. So that according to this doctrine, we have, 
after all, chriſtianity without a Chriſt, a Saviour 
without redemption, ſpiritual graces, without any 
influence or operation on the ſoul ; and either need 
* no ſalvation, or if we do, are ſufficient of ourſelves, 
% to ſave ourſelves.” He concludes with this truly 
chriſtian admonition, ** Laying aſide every weight and the 
* fin that does ſo eaſily bejet us, pride, and high con- 
* ceit of our reaſoning powers, our moral performances, 
and imple repentances, let us with humble devotion 


pray to God, for that which is the only proper 


ground ot our acceptance and pardon, viz. that he 
* weuld fill us with all joy and peace in believing, that 


* we may abound in hope, through the power of the 
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the name of Jeſus of Nazareth. And as alle our 
virtue, all our/praite, is from him, ſo there 
are particular inſtitutions appointed for the 
conveyance of his grace and goodneſs to us, 
Among theſe, the words of my text, as well 
as the apoſtolic direction juſt now mention- 
ed, point out the facrament of baptiſm as the 
firſt; and which maſt be duly received, in 
order to prepare us for the other ordinances 
of the goſpel. © Arie, and be baptized, and 
F waſh away fly ſint, the command of 
Ananias to repenting Saul, plainly ſhews, 
that the chriſtian baptiſm is a elcanſing rite, 
and conveys ſome neceflary purification to 
the receiver. And thofe Who are not pleaſ- 
ed with ſo caſy a way of acquiring this bene- 
fit, and on that account defpife our Savi- 
our's inſtitution, would do well to attend to 
what the ſacred hiſtory relates of the Syrian 

Teper, who came to the prophet of Iſrael, ex- 
pecting to be cured in a pompous; or in What 
ſome people would call, a rational manner, 
but received only this fimple meſſage from 
the prophet's ſervant, © Go and waſh in Jordan 
e ſeven times, and the halt be clean.” This 
was a bleſſing, which, it ſeems, the great 
man was not to expect in his on way, or 
from the unfanckified wat ers of Abana and 


Fharpar: 
Acts xxii. 16. 


r 
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Pharpar: He mult receive it from the waters 
of Jordan, and by the ceremony of dipping 
ſeven times, or be content to remain a leper : 
And if we will not ſubmit to beeleanſed in 
the way that the goſpel preſcribes, the cor- 


ruption of our nature will remain, and we 


muſt die in our ſins. To waſh in cold water 
ſeemed, no doubt, an unproper preſcription 
for the leproſy, and to do it juſt ſeven times, 
could not well be accounted for on rational 
principles. Yet the power of a divinely 
commiſſioned prophet gave ſucceſs to both, 
and a warning to the haughty ſpirit of man, 
to truſt the great Phyſician of our fouls with 
the cure of them; ſince however ſimple, or 
mean, his preſcriptions may ſeem in our eyes, 
if ſubmitted to in faith and humility, they 
will never fail to produce the deſigned effect. 
God has choſen ſuch means of conveying his 
grace and favour to us, as are leaſt apt to fill 
us with high notions of our own merit and 
ability: For it is certain, the divine com- 
munications will never flow in any channel, 
which human pride has made impure.” 

This obſervation is to be met with in a Di/cour/e 
upon Religion, the pious production of a late amiable 
and worthy character of this country, and publiſhed 
after his death. Among other remarks, which this 
gentleman makes on the propriety of the chriſtian 


ſacraments, he uſes the following appoſite ſimile © It 
cannot be doubted that Ged may ſupernaturally con- 
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coming near a fire.” Page 168. 
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We muſt not then think to act in religious 
matters, according to our own caprice or 


good in our own eyes: but“ whatſocver 
* thing the Lord has commanded us, that 


a e ot 
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* thereto, nor diminiſh from it.” For to 
this purpoſe, the divine commiſſion in my 
text authorized the apoftles, not only to 
baptize all nations, and fo unite them to 
Chriſt, as members of his body, but to © teach 
e them alſo to obſerve all things whatſoever 
* he had commanded them,” whatſoever he 
had given in charge to his apoſtles, to be 
preſcribed to, and required of, all his fol- 
lowers. Now this is a part of the apoſtolical 
commiſſion ſo generally acknowledged, and 
for the moſt part, ſo well underſtood, as 
neceſſary both to the propagation and ſup- 
port of the chriſtian religion, that F have 
little occaſion to enlarge much upon it, One 
thing, however, I cannot help remarking, 
as I think it deſerves notice, that in the 
ſcheme of chriſtian practice here laid down 

for 
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„ vey his grace, through any channel, or by any 
* mean, and fo annex ſpiritual bleſſings to the perfor- 
* mance of certain outward actions, that the one ſhall 
* as regularly follow upon the other, as heat upon 
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for the obſervance of all nations, our Lord's 
commands are all comprehended under one 
denomination, and no diſtinction made be- 
tween what are called moral and politive 
duties. We are not told, that ſome things 
are good becauſe commanded, and others 
commanded becauſe good. We are not re- 
ferred, for the regulation of our conduct, to 
the ſtandard of moral rectitude, and the 
eternal fitneſs of things. Our heavenly Teach- 
er made no. ule of theſe idle diſtinctions, the 
fooliſh conceits of a vain philoſophy, which 
affects to teach us after the rudiments of 
„ the world, and not after Chrift.” It is 
the law of the goſpel which points out to 
chriſtians what is really and truly good: and 
unleſs we are careful to obſerve what our 
great Lawgiver has there commanded, and 
obſerve it becauſe he has commanded it, and 
from a principle of love and obedience to 
him, he has aſſured us, we have no title to 
call him Lord, Lord : We have no right to 
expect his favour, or depend on his protec- 
tion, unleſs we © do the things which he 
commands us.“ [t is his approbation alone 
on which we muſt rely, as that which ſtamps 
all their value on our imperfect ſervices. 
And this approbation is to be diſcovered and 
D app lied 
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applied by thoſe ſignifications of his will, 
which he has revealed and made known for 
that purpoſe : revealed them to his apoſtles, 
and made them known to his church, by 
their inſpired writings, from generation to 


generation, 
We have now taken a ſhort view of that 


divine ſcheme of ſalvation, provided for all 
nations by him, who, to that end, and in 
the character of Mediator, had received all 
power in heaven and in earth. We have 
conſidered, as far as the preſent occaſion will 
admit, the nature and deſign of thoſe powers 
and privileges, which were originally con- 
ferred by the commiſſion in my text, and 
which, from the gracious promiſe made in 
the concluſion of it, we have ground to 
hope, will be continued in the church, even 
unto the end of the world. And indeed, this is 
no more than what was neceſſary for encou- 
raging the apoſtles to engage in, and go 
through with, ſuch an important and ardu- 
ous undertaking. For, as we are informed 


that Moſes, when commiſſioned by Jehovah . 


to go and bring the children of Iſrael out of 
Egypt, made this reply, in diffidence of his 
own ability for ſuch an enterprize, Who 
am I, that I ſhould go to Pharaoh, and 

6 that 
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& that I ſhould bring forth the children of 
« Iſrael out of Egypt? So when our Lord 
commanded his apoſtles to go and bring all 
nations out of their ſlaviſh idolatry, into the 
profeſſion of that religion which alone could 
make them free, they would, no doubt, be 
ſaying within themſelves, © Who are we, a 
company of poor, weak, illiterate men, that 
we ſhould be ſent to proſelyte all nations, to 
bring them off from their former prejudices, 
and make them accept the terms of ſalvation 
offered by a crucified Redeemer ? This, we 
may ſuppoſe, our Lord foreſaw ; and there- 
fore, as the God of Iſrael anſwered Moles, 
ſaying, © Certainly I will be with thee,” fo 
does our Saviour here encourage his apoſtles, 
with a Lo, I am with you always, even 
«* unto the end of the world.” Indeed ſome 
are of opinion, that there is a farther reſem- 
blance between theſe two caſes, and that the 
author of the gracious promiſe in my text, 
was not only Jeſus of Nazareth, who had 
done many wonderful works, had made the 
blind to ſee, the lame to walk, the dead to 
riſe, and himſelf to be raiſed from a guarded 
tepulchre ; but was alſo, by the peculiar con- 
ſtruction of this promiſe, declared to be, even 
D 2 | no 
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no leſs a Being, than the adorable I am, the 
fame Jehovah who appeared to Moles, for 
the deliverance of his people out of Egypt, 
and now commiſſioned the apoſtles for the 
forming his church out of © all nations.“ 


We 


© When Moſes received orders to go embaſſador into 
Egypt, a land over-run with falſe deities, he defired in- 


ſtructions, by what name or title God would be made 


known to the children of Iſrael: whereupon the 
Lord tummed up his divine majeſty, in this ſhort but 
comprehenſive definition, / am that I am. Accord- 
ing to which phraſe, he expreſſeth himſelf in another 
lace, See:now that I even I am. But if we look into 
the goſpel hiſtory, (as Mr Reeves obſerves, in his 
ſermon on the text) we ſhall find our bleſſed Saviour 
deſcribing himſelf by the very ſame character, and 
ſpeaking in this divine ſtyle more than once. Thus 
when he came vety ſeaſonably to the relief of his diſ- 
ciples, labouring hard in a ſtorm at ſea, he adminiſtered 
comfort to them in theſe words, Be of good cheer, 
6 yd b it is the Tam, be not afraid.” (S. Matt. xiv. 
27.) He makes alſo a right notion of the 1 am, an 
article of ſalvation : for he tells the Jews, If ye 
believe not that I am, ye ſhall die in your fins.” (S. 
John viii. 24.) And confirms the truth of this aſſer- 
tion, in words equivalent to an oath: Verily, verily, 
J ſay unto you, before Abraham was, I am.“ When 
therefore we find this expreſſion 7 am appropriated, in 
the Old Teſtament, to ſet forth the eternal neceſſary 
exiſtence of the one true God, and our Saviour, who 
ſpake by the fame divine Spirit, ſo often CG 
himſelf in the New Teſtament to be the 7 am, ſurely 
we cannot but infer, that the ſame words muſt ſignify 
the ſame thing in both ſcriptures, and that Jeſus 
thought it no robbery ta make himſelf one with 
Fehevah by aſſuming the J am, the eſſential character 
of the true God. And fo much; were the Jews con- 
yinced of this, and fenfible of t e great dignity of this 
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We need not wonder then that ſuch a gra- 
cious promiſe, from one ſo infinitely power- 
ful, and able to perform it, encouraged the 
apoſtles to undertake, and ſupported them 
in the diſcharge of, the important truſt aſſign- 
ed to them. They could not but perceive, 
to their unſpeakable ſatisfaction, that they 
were ſent forth to convert the world, by 
the ſame Almighty, omnipreſent Being, who 
had been ſo long the Norſbip of Iſrael, and had 
wrought ſuch wonders for that choſen people, 
and now promiſed to be with them his a- 
poſtles, as the God and Guardian of the 
chriſtian church, even to the end of the 
world. Go, teach all nations,” ſays he, 
and bo, I am with you: With you my choſen 
ſervants,, 'to whom I have. now delegated 
proper powers, for executing the commiſſion 
[ have given you: Behold, take ſpecial notice 
of what I ſay, I am with you always, at all 
times, and upon all occaſions, when you 
are employed in the diſcharge of your ſacred 


office, I am with you in the execution of it, 


and 


divine title, that when thoſe who apprehended our 
Saviour told they ſought Jeſus of Nazareth, and he 
anſwered, I am, (S. John xviii. 5.) they were terrifi- 
ed, and fell back to the ground, were ſtruck with an 
unuſual awe, at the very mentioning, on ſuch a ſolemn 
decaſion, of theſe words, which they well knew to be 
diſtinguiſhing name and character of the Moſt High. 
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and that too, to the very end of the world, 
ſo long as my church ſhall laſt, which will 
be even to the diſſolution of all things. 

Nothing is more evident, than that our 
Saviour here ſuppoſes, there were to be a- 
poſtles upon earth to the end of the world, 
otherwiſe he could not poſſibly make good 
this gracious promiſe to them. But it is 
lkewiſe as certain, that the perſons to whom 
our Saviour ſpoke theſe words, were not to 
continue in this world, beyond the ordinary 
courſe of nature; nay, it is a fact, that moſt 
of them were hurried out of it, rather in an 
untimely way. 80 that this remarkable 
promiſe muſt have been made to the apoſtles, 
not as private perſons, or as our Lord's im- 
mediate attendants, but as ap, perions 
ſent to convert and baptize the nations, and 
whoſe office was, therefore, to continue, as 
long as there ſhould be nations upon earth, 
to partake of the benefits of it. For had the 
promiſe been purely perſonal, and to have 
expired with the apoſtles, as ſome have 
fooliſhly pretended, it would have run in 
theſe words, © I will be with you all your 
days,” and not always, eſpecially ſince the 
following words, © #9 the end of the world,” are 
the very ſame in the original, with what 


8. Matthew uſes to ſignify the general judg- 
| | ment, 
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ment, or confummation of all things.» But 
the truth is, and every diſcerning perſon 
muſt at firſt ſight perceive it, that this pro- 
miſe, ſo eflential to the ſupport, nay, to the 
very being of the chriſtian church, is not 
made ſo much to the perſons of the apoſtles, 
as to the apoſtolical ofhce, or at leaft ro their 
perſons only, as veſted with that office, and 
conſequently to all perſons, to the end of 
the world, who ſhould ever have that office 
conferred upon them. It will not be denied, 


that Matthias had the benefit of this pro- 


miſe, though he was not yet numbered with 
the apoſtles, when it was delivered « nor 
will Barnabas and Paul, I preſume, be ex- 
cluded from it. And if theſe were entitled 
to the ſupport of it, not by their being per- 
ſonally preſent at the time it was made, but 
by virtue of their apoſtolical powers, the 
ſame privilege muſt be extended to all, who 
ſhall ever be inveſted with thoſe powers, or 
ſucceed to the office of the apoſtles: an office 
which, it is plain, from the very nature and 
deſign of it, as deſcribed in the words of my 
text, muſt be continued while the world laſts, 
or while there are people upon earth to be 
baptized and brought to Chriſt, and taught 
to obſerve whatſoe ver he has commanded. 

Having 

S8. Matt. xi. 39, 40, 49. 
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„Having now diſcovered how the apoſtles 
were to continue in the church to the end of 
the world, we ſhall be at no loſs to under— 
ſtand, in what ſenſe our Lord here promiſes 
to be always with them. To find out this, we 
need not have recourſe to the wild and extra- 
vagant opinion of thoſe, who aſſert the human 
nature of Chriſt to be every where preſent : 
neither is it ſufficient to obſerve, that he is 
preſent with them as God, for ſo he is in all 
places, and wich all creatures, as the ſupport 
of their exiſtence. Whereas our Saviour here 
promiſes to be with his apoſtles in a peculiar 
ſenſe, in a manner particularly appropriated 
to them as apoſtles. And that we might not 
be miſtaken in a matter of ſuch conſequence, 
he has elſewhere ſufficiently explained his 
meaning, and ſhewn how the promiſe in 
my text is to be underſtood. For as he here 
aſſures his apoſtles, be will be with them to 
the end of the world, ſo he tells them in an- 
other place that his Holy Spirit ſhall be al- 
ways with them. I will pray the Father,“ 
ſays he, and he ſhall give you another 
“ Comforter, that he may abide with you 
« for ever; even the Spirit of Truth :”" 
Which is the ſame in effect with himſelf 
being always with them, ſince the Spirit of 


Truth 
18. John xiv. 16. 


„ 
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Truth is likewiſe the Spirit of Chriſt; and 
whereſoever the Spirit is, there is Chriſt alſo. 
In a word, our Saviour here promiſes his 
apoſtles, that he will be always with them 
to the end of the world, by his Holy Spirit 
accompanying and aſſiſting them in the diſ- 
charge of their ſacred office, and particularly 
in handing down the commiſſion they had 
received, by regular ſucceſſion, to the end 
of time. The manner in which this has 
been always conveyed, plainly ſhews the 
part which the Holy Spirit is gracioully 
pleaſed to take in it. When our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf was glorified to be an High 
Prieſt, it was by the viſible deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt: and when after his reſurrec- 
tion, he appointed his apoſtles to the work 
of the miniſtry, © he breathed on them, and 
* ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt,” declar- 
ing at the ſame time, As my Father hath 
* {ent me, even ſo ſend I you.” Accord- 
ingly the apoſtles being thus ſent and ordain- 
ed by our Lord, took ſpecial care to transfer 
the ſame Spirit to others, which they had 
received from him.” Only they did not 
E pretend 
The learned Dr Horne (in one of his truly in- 
ſtructive and evangelical diſcourſes) ſpeaking of this 


ecclefeaftical meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, makes the 
following juſt and ſtriking remarks. As to its na- 
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pretend to do it preciſely after the ſame 
manner as Chriſt had done, by the act of 
breathing. For that was peculiar to Chriſt 
himſelf, from whom the Spirit [proceedezh, 
and having a reſemblance to what was done 
at the creation, when God © breathed into 
man the breath of life, was juſtly conſider- 
ed as a diſtinguiſhing fymbol of divine 

power, 


© ture, it is a commiſſion, or an ce, concerning which 
it is a rule eſtabliſhed beyond all controverſy, that no 
man taketh it unto himſelf.” Internal gifts and graces 
* may -qualify a perſon for -an office, but they cannot 
put hin into one. No man, however righteous and 
* holy through faith, and the ſanctifying grace of the 
Holy Spirit, can have authority to act in the name of 
« Chnit, till Chriſt gives him that authority. Before 
that is done, let his life and character be what they 
will, his miniſtrations can have no validity. What- 
ever he may be in other reſpects, in this particular 
he is a grievous offender, and will be found guilty 
before God of ſacrilegiouſiy intruding into an office, 
to which he can have no pretenſions. A crime, for 
which the leproſy once roſe up in the forehead of a 
monarch (2 Chr. xxvi.) and Korah and all his com- 
pany (holy as they faid they all were) went down 
alive into the pit. And that none in the chriſtian 
church might imitate the preſumption of Uzziah, or 
« go in the gainſaying of Korah,” even Chriſt “ took 
+ not this honour upon himſelf, nor glorified himſelf 
to be made an high-prieſt” (for a glory it was to him) 
+ till he was called of God,” by the viſible deſcent of 
* the Holy Ghoſt upon him in the preſence of the peo- 
ple. and by the voice from heaven, ſaying, 5+ This is 
* my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, From 
that time, Jeſus began to preach.” Who then is 
that follower of Jeſus, that ſhall offer to begin be- 
t ſore? Vol. II. p. 1177. 
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power. The apoſtles therefore made uſe of 
another antient and venerable mode of con- 
veying the Spirit, even the laying on of 
/hands : and wherever we read of their or- 
daining any, we find they always did it after 
this expreſſive and ſigniſicant manner: and 
that too, whether they ordained them into 
their whole office, or into any part of it. 
For nothing is more certain, than that there = 
always has been a ſubordination in the mi- 7 
niſtry, and theſe various degrees of ofſice- © 
bearers in the church, which have been 
wiſely continued to this day, for governing, 


f feeding, and watching over the flock of 
r Chriſt. And though there be now no 
workers of miracles, no inſpired ſpeakers 
. with tongues, nor interpreters, nor diſ- 
: cerners of ſpirits ; yet there are ſtill, and 'tis 
. to be hoped will be to the world's end, men 
who have fucceeded to the ſpiritual powers 
of the apoſtles, in governing and directing A 
| the church under Chriſt, its ſupreme Head | 4 
| and Governor, and others who, in due fub- | 2 
ordination to theſe, diſcharge the ſeveral 1 


offices aſſigned to them, for the edifying of 
the body of Chriſt. And this plan of ſpiri- x 
tual government and inſtruction being in- E 
ſtituted by Chriſt himſelf, and carefully tranſ- 
mitt ed by his apoſtl es to the converted na- 

E 2 tions, 
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tions, how can it now be ſet aſide or chang- 
ed by any of theſe nations, without involy- 
ing them in the guilt of infringing that divine 
authority, by which it was at firſt eſtabliſh- 
ed? It is well known, that no ſociety can 
ſubſiſt, if thoſe who preſide in it, have no 
more power or authority committed to them 
than the reſt have, And as the church of 
Chriſt is a regular, well formed ſociety, it 
neceſſarily follows, that the governors of it 
muſt have their diſtinct powers, and can 
claim the exerciſe of them, to the ends and 
purpoſes for which they received them. 
They muſt not allow ſuch ſacred powers to 
lie dormant in their hands, when the nece(- 
ſities of the church require the exertion of 
them. As long as there are nations to be 
inſtructed in the principles of the goſpel, 
ora church to be formed in any part of 
the inhabited world, the ſucceſſors of the 
apoſtles are obliged, by the commiſſion they 
hold, to contribute as far as they can, or 
may be required of them, to the propagation 
of theſe principles, and the formation of 
every church, upon the moſt pure and primi- 
tive model. No fear of worldly cenſure ought 
to keep them back from ſo good a work: 
no connection with any ſtate, nor depend- 


ance on any government wuatever, ſhould 
| | tie 


— 


6 


tie up their hands from communicating the 


bleſſings of that kingdom, which “ is not of 
this world, and diffuſing the means of ſal- 
vation, by a valid and regular miniſtry, 
wherever they may be wanted. When our 
Lord firſt ſent out his apoſtles, to announce 
the kingdom of heaven being then at hand, 
by works of mercy and charity, he added 
this generous command, Freely ye have 
received, freely give.”* The ſucceſſors 
of theſe apoſtles ought all to remember this, 
and “ go and do likewiſe.” Whatever be 
the power and authority their heavenly 
Maſter has committed to them, it is no more 
than miniſterial : they act only under him as 
his miniſters and ſtewards, and muſt one day 
give an account to him of all their actions. 
The power they have, in all the various 
branches of it, is ſtill to be conſidered as his 
power in their hands: they derive it all 
from him, who is continually preſent with 
them in the exerciſe ot it. And therefore, 
as they themſelves would need to have a care 
how they exerciſe this power, or neglect the 
proper and neceſſary exerciſe of it: ſo when 
they are thus careful to do their duty, and 
have notl:ing elſe in view by it, but the glory 
of God, and the good of his church, they 

may 


* 8. Matt. x. 8.. 
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„„ 
ny humbly hope, that others will take care 
-alfo not to miſrepreſent their intentions, nor 


deſpiſe their endeavours in fo good a caule : 
remembering what our great Maſter faid to 
his commiſſioned ſervants, © He that deſ- 
&© piſeth you deipiſeth me, and he that deſ- 
« pifeth me deſpiſeth him that ſent me.“ 
Our Saviour aſſured his apoſtles, that “ as 
&* the Father had ſent him, ſo ſent he them,” 
with power to continue this miſſion, and to 
make thereby a ſtanding proviſion, for com- 
municating the grace and influence of his 
goſpel to all nations. 


This proviſion therefore, in accompliſh- | 


ment of the prophetic promiſe in my text, 
he is pleafed to bleſs and ſanctify with his 
word and Holy Spirit, and thereby to make 
it effectual to all the purpoſes of ſalvation. 
Under the miniſtry even of the apolſlles 
themſelves, it was this divine promiſe which 
warranted their office, and ratified their ad- 
miniſtrations : it was this bleſſing of God's 
Holy Spirit, which gave ſucceſs to their 
labours, and made their preaching of the 
goſpel ſo prevalent on thoſe that heard it. 


Though“ Paul himſelf planted, and Apollos 


&« watered, yet it was God only that gave the 


* increaſe.” And the caſe is the fame in every 


a 
7 8. Luke x 16, I 


= Id 
age and ſituation. of the church. The la- 
bourers may and ought to do their duty, as 
becometh their ſeveral ftations; but the 
fruitfulneſs of the vineyard depends alto- 
gether on the“ continual dew of God's 
te bleſſing.” Without the © healthful Spirit 
af his grace ſent down,” as we are taught 
to pray, on our Biſhops and Paſtors, and 
„on all congregations committed to their 
charge, the ordinances we adminiſter 
would be but dead and empty ſigns, and the 
people under our care, would no longer be 
living members of Chriſt's myftical body. 
Whereas he being always preſent, according 
to his promiſe, by his Holy Spirit, at the 
adminiſtration of the ſeveral offices he has 
ordained in his church, they are thereby 
ſanctified, and made effeQual to all the pur- 
poſes of chriſtian edification. The members 
of Chriſt's church are thereby built up in their 
moſt holy faith, and being thus reared on 
the foundation of apoſtles and prophets, 
Jeſus 'Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner 
ſtone, they are compared to a © building 
* fitly framed together, growing up to a 
* holy temple in the Lord.”* Attempts 


have been made in all ages of the church, to] 


ſap the foundation of this ſpiritual building, 


» Eph. ii. 21. 


«and. . 
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* and hereſies, we are told, muſt be, that 
they who are approved may be made 
4 manifeſt.”* The cauſe of pure uncorrupt- 
ed truth, is not always found conſiſtent with 
the fordid views of worldly-minded men, 
And this 1s the reaſon, why the chriſtian 
faith has frequently been modelled accord- 
ing to the faſhion of the times. Every new 
ſect muſt have a creed of their own making; 
and there is no doQrine or mode of worſhip, 
However contrary to antient faith, or primi- 
tive practice, but the men of this world, if 
it anſwer their ends, will be tampering with 


texts of ſcripure to ſupport it. But the hea- 


then may rage, and the enemies of Chriſt 
imagine a vain thing: yet“ the foundation 
* of God ſtandeth ſure.“ And though 
many, and once famous, churches, have 
long ſince been buried in the darkneſs of 
error and ſuperſtition, yet we may aſſure 
ourſelves, Chriſt will not ſuffer his truth to 
fail, but will preſerve it among ſome or 
other of the converted nations, and at laſt 
preſent to himſelf a glorious church, not 
having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
* thing.” | | 
Theſe few obſervations may ſerve to give 
ſome general notion of the way and manner 


in 
* x Cor, xi. 19, 
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in which Chriſt has been, and is, and ever 
will be, preſent with his church, according 
to his gracious. promiſe in thele words; ** Lo 
“Jam with you alway, even unto the end 
& of the world.“ And if he is ſo merci ſul- 
ly condeſcending, as thus to countenance 
and ſupport the ſucceſſors of his apoſtles, to 
ſanctify their adminiſtrations, and grant ſug- 
ceſs to their labours: If he has entailed ſo 
great ſalvation upon his church, and made 
it the earthly Zion, in which he deliglits to 
dwell: then how ill does it become men to 
make light of all this mercy, to vilify his 


divine appointment, and depreciate thoſe 


means of ſalvation, which he has been gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to put into our hands? Will 


any pretended regard to the rules of what is 
wainly called morality excuſe ſuch a profei- 
ſed contempt of plain and poſitive inſtitu- 


tions, delivered by the Son of God, by him 
who has all power in heaven and in earth, 
and delivered too as the only means of re- 


ſtoration and happineſs to fallen man? What 


monſtrous ingratitude, as well as baſe pre- 
ſumpt ion muſt. it be, that can look down 


with ſcorn on this ſcheme of mercy, as an 
arbitrary unmeaning appointment, or regard 


the obſervance. of its rules as a matter of 


indifference? Indeed ! Has the great God 
F of 


a) 


of Iſrael, who once wrought ſuch wonders 
for his choſen people; the adorable I an, 
the Almighty Jehovah ; has he founded a 
church in his own blood, promiſed his pre- 
"fence and protection to it, eſtabliſhed the 
rules of faith and obedience in it, adorned 
it with the means of grace, and appointed 
certain officers. to be the regular ad miniſtra- 
tors of them? And is it yet a matter of in- 
difference, whether we ſhew any regard to 
this church, or any juſt ſenſe of a divine pre- 
ſence in it; whether we live up to theſe 
rules, or make uſe of theſe means, or apply 
regularly to theſe miniſters for the benefit of 
them ? If all theſe things are of no moment, 
and we are left at our liberty as to the ob- 
ſervance of them: then, what could be the 
meaning or deſign of thoſe paſſages of the 


"apoſtolic writings, which exhort us © to 
'* contend earneſtly for the faith once de- 


« livered to the ſaints,” and © to mark 


them which cauſe divifions and offences, 


* contrary to the doctrine which we have 
learned, and avoid them.“ Offences 4a- 
gainſt the faith, and diviſions or ſeparations 
from the unity, of the church, were not, it 
ſeems, in the eyes of the apoſtles, ſuch light 


things as they now appear to be with many 


| who 
o 8. Jude 3. © Rom. xvi. 17. 
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who call themſelves chriſtians. And the 
reaſon is, the apoſtles looked directly to their 
Maſter's kingdom, without caſting a ſide- 
glance upon the preſent world. When they 
went forth to convert and inſtruct the na- 
tions, they kept cloſe to the commiſſion 
they had received, and with divine ardour 
and reſolution, preſſed the neceſſity of com- 
ing to Chriſt in the way of his own appoint- 
ment, ſince the dutiful obſervance of what 
the goſpel commands, can only proceed from 
the grace which it inſpires. Such was the doc- 
trine of theſe primitive preachers ; ſuch the 
zeal and fervency with which their ſound 
« wentinto all the earth, and their words 
* unto the ends of the world.” Whereas 
nothing is to be ſeen now, but a lamentable 
coldneis.and indifference as to theſe evange- 
gelical truths ; eſpecially among thoſe who 
have it in their power to diſcountenance, and 
therefore ought not to patronize, ſuch a glar- 
ing degeneracy. The world begins now to 
ſee no great harm in infidelity itſelf. Chri- 
ſtianity is ſwallowed up in the religion of 
nature: the. chair is almoſt every where filled 
with ſcorners: Even the productions of the 
pulpit are of a ſtrange unchriftian compoſi- 
tion, and ſavour more of the rudiments of 


philoſophy, than of the doctrine of Chriſt, 
| F 2 | The 
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The preaching of the croſs is again become 

fooliſhneſs to the learned, and a ſtumbling. 

block to the men of this world. Therefore, 

though Chriſt has promiſed to be always 

with his church, and never promiſed what 

he did not mean to perform, yet we cannot 

hope that he will be with a faithleſs and 

apoſtate people. Unleſs we co-operate with 

him zealouſly to the bleſſed end, for which 

he promiſes to be with us, he will withdraw 

his preſence from us, and have nothing to 

do with a lukewarm generation. For thus 
the ſentence runs, againſt every diſobedient 
and gainſaying people, The kingdom of 
* God ſhall be taken from you, and given 

* to a nation bringing forth the fruits there- 
cc of.” 1 14 | | How 


48. Matt. xxi. 43. This tranſition of the Kingdom 
of God, or the light and knowledge of the goſpel. is 
ſtrongly marked in theſe expreſſive lines of one of Her- 
bert's ſacred Poems. 


* Religion ſtands on tip-toe in our land, 

Ready to paſs to the American ſtrand, 

© When height.of malice, and prodigious luſts, 

« Impudefit finning, witchcrafts and diſtruſts, 
(The marks of future bane) ſhall fill our cup, 

« Unto the brim, and make our mealure up. 


% Yet as the church ſhall thither weſtward fly, 

*« Sofin ſhall trace and dog her inſtantly -— 

„That when they bave accompliſhed the round, 
„And met, in the eaſt, their firſt and ancient Wund, 

*« Judgment may meet them both, and ſearch them round. 
Thus do both lights as well in church as fun, 
Light one another, and together run. 


( 47. } 

Ho careful then ſhould we be to walk 
worthy of the advantages we enjoy, and to 
be fruitful in every good word and work? 
For © herein is my Father glorified,” ſaid 
the bleſſed Son of God, “ that ye bear much 
fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples“ The 
bearing much fruit, it ſeems, is the only way 
by which we can glorify his Father, and the 
beft, indeed the only proof of our being 
really his diſciples, of our abiding in him as 
branches of the true vine. It is not enough 
thatwe be entered into union with him, and 


made members of his church, in the way 


preſcribed by his commiſſion to the apoſtles : 
we muſt alſo © continue in that holy com- 
„ munion and fellowſhip, and do all ſuch 
„good works as he has commanded us to 
« walkin.” So ſhall we enſure to ourſelves 
the continuance of that divine preſence and 
protection, which he promiſed to his apoſtles 
and their ſucceſſors, even to the end of the 
world. This powerful promiſe we have 
the utmoſt reaſon to confide in, if we are 


only 


Thus alſo fin and darkneſs follow ſtill 
The church and ſun, with all their power and ſxill. 
s But as the ſun ſtill goes both weſt and eaſt, 

« So alſo did the church, by going welt, 

Still eaſtward go, becauſe it drew more near 

+ To time and place where Judgment hall n 
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only thankful to the gracious Author of tt, 
ſince we have ſeen it made good, in a very 
wonderful manner, to that part of his church, 
to which we have the happineſs to belong. 
Without any of the boaſted props of civil 
eſtabliſhment, yea, often deprefled by the 
hand of infulting power, it has, nevertheleſs, 
firmly ſtood its ground, ſupported by its 
own Almighty Head, and amidft the corrup- 
tion of ſurrounding error, has reſtored itſelf 
to the purity of the primitive ſtandard. May 
we not ſuppoſe, that for wiſe and good 
reaſons, it has been thus wonderfully pre- 
ferved and purified ? No doubt, to ſhew the 
all · ſufficiency of the divine protection; and 
perhaps to afford, through God's good pro- 
vidence, the means of conveying to others, 
a more liberal ſhare of thoſe ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings, which we enjoy under ſome reſtraint. 
And if fuch a bleſſed proſpect is now pre- 


ſented tous, by the happy occaſion of our 


aſſembling here this day, who would not 
wiſh ſucceſs to the means of promoting fo 
defireable an end? Who would not earneſt- 
ly pray that the diſpenſation of the grace and 
knowledge of the goſpel, by a valid and truly 
apoſtolic miniſtry, may, like the glorious 
light of heaven, go out from the eaſt, to the 


utmoſt boundary of the weſtern world, and 
nothing 


( 49 ) 
nothing be hid from its faving influence ?; 
| Let 


The deſirable object of this prayer, as well as of 
the good work that gave occaſion to the foregoing diſ- 
courſe, is moſt happily expreſſed by the worthy Dr 
Horne, now Dean of Gatebilty; and Prefident of Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford, who in his Apalagy &c. p. 
27. after mentioning ſome reſpectable characters on the 
other fide of the Atlantic, that gie us ideas of our 
* Epiſcopal Brethren in America, to which we were 
« before. ſtrangers,” delivers his pious ſentiments in 
theſe pathetic wiſhes. * May the great God, our Sa- 
viour, proſper the glorious work ot their hands upon 
them, till the clouds of.. infidelity diſperſe before the 
« Sun of Righteouſneſs, riſing to the American, per- 
$ haps, as he ſets to the European world; and till the 
« unhappy miſguided wanderers, having their eyes 
opened by the ſhining of his marvellous light, return 
« to the church, and all become one fold under one 
Shepherd, the Biſhop of their ſouls, ruling in every 
church that is his, by an earthly repreſentative. 
And O come that happy day, when God ſhall put 
it into the hearts of our governors, to remember the 
* groamngs of ſuch as are in captivity under the bond- 
© age of fin, and to conſider the cries and tears of the 
hundreds and the thouſands, who would receive a 
* Biſhop of the Church of England, as an angel of 
* God, even as Chriſt Jeſus ; that he might ordain them 
$ elders in every city, who being ſent forth, might 
« preach liberty to the miſerable captives, and the open- 
ing of the priſon doors to them that are faſt bound 
in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, calling them 
forth into the light of the Lord God, and the Lamb, 
to behold him ſhining in his church in the beauty of 
* holineſs. For whom this glorious work of eſtabliſh» 
* ing Epiſcopacy in America, is reſerved, God only 
© knows, Bleſſed is he whoſe heart ſhall conceive, 
* and whoſe hands ſhall accompliſh it. His works 
* done in the faith, and for the love of his Maſter, ſhall 
«* praiſe him, when that Maſter ſits in judgment, in 
* the gates of the new Jeruſalem ; and all generations 
* arifing from the duſt, ſhall call him bleſſed,” 
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Liet it be our fervent petition to the throge 
of grace, that the bleſſed author and finith 
er of our faith, would thus give univerſal 
ſpread to the pure and primitive profeſſion 
of it;; that he would make his church to be 
yet glorious upon earth, and the joy of al 
lands: and thus teaching the nations once 
more, by the regular ſucceſſors of his ow 
' apoſtles, give them univerſal cauſe to rejoice 
in the accompliſhment of his merciful pro- 
miſe, Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
-* end.of the world. To him, therefore, the 
divine, Almighty, Sovereign and only Pro- 
- tector, of his church, the Shepherd and 
* Biſhop of our ſouls: to him, in unity with 
the Father and the Holy Gboſt, three per- 
: ſons and one God, be aſcribed, as is [moſt 
due, all glory and honour, thankſgiving and 
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"| praiſe, now and evermore. Amen. a . 
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